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Newsletter       

20th November 2020 

 

Shute Primary 

School 
 

Attendance Up to this week 97%  Target 95% 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

We have had a busy week at Shute. Each class this week has had a morning of outdoor education 

with Dr Heather Gibbard. The children loved learning about insects, building dens and painting with 

mud in Badger class and I know the other classes had similar experiences. A huge thank you to 

Heather for leading these sessions with the children. She will be coming back to deliver another 

session with each class before the Christmas break and we hope to have more opportunities to learn 

about the wonderful world of bugs in the new year.  

 

Unfortunately, we won’t be having a Christmas fayre because of Covid restrictions and the need to 

keep in our bubbles at the moment and to restrict parents coming into the school. It is a shame but 

rest assured Christmas is coming!  A Christmas lunch is being planned along with getting a Christmas 

tree for the school and children bringing in Christmas cards if they wish for their friends and 

teachers. We will continue especially in that last week before we break up to have a range of 

Christmas activities planned.  

 

We will hopefully in the new year have a reformed PTFA along with a good fundraiser that will help 

to raise needed funds for our outside area. I would really like to have some form of all-weather 

covering so both children and parents can go under when it is wet and to have shade when it is hot. 

This would also be perfect to help with more outdoor learning.  

 

Thank you for your understanding wearing masks and arriving at the correct time on a morning and in 

the afternoon. No one is looking forward to having this all end hopefully in the new year at some 

point more than I am. It hasn’t been easy on all of us but the staff remain positive, healthy (knock 

on wood) and dedicated. The children have been resilient and have taken the restrictions in their 

stride. In many ways school life has carried on as normal which has been great!  

 

Have a wonderful weekend. 

 

Kind regards, 

Mr Germscheid  
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Outdoor education 

Squirrel class 

  

 

 On Thursday morning we enjoyed 

finding minibeasts, learning about them and becoming master den builders. We all made sure 

we carried sticks like wizards (or Morris dancers!) so that we kept our friends save. Thank 

you Heather, we had great fun! Fox class 
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Recycling Talk 

Devon Waste and Recycling Team 

On Wednesday morning we had a workshop and learnt all about minibeasts and why a compost bin 

is such a good home. One of our favourite activities was turning ourselves into one very long class 

millipede! Fox class 

 

Today we learnt about composting and how it can help our environment. How to make a good 

compost: get a good balance of ‘greens’ and ‘browns’.  

Greens: leaves, tea bags (don’t put the bag in, rip the top off first) apple cores, banana skins and 

rotten oranges. 

Browns: lawn cuttings, peelings, food but no cooked food, egg shells.  

Do you know what mini-beasts are? They are little bugs like worms, ants, snails and slugs. They 

help to mix up the compost. Thank you for the talk from Devon Waste and Recycling. Everyone 

learnt so much!  

Year 4 girl 
 

Children in Need 

We raised £87.61 in our non-uniform day for Children in Need, well done. 

 

Christmas Cards 

Children will be allowed to bring in Christmas cards for their friends and teachers.  We will place a post 

box in the entrance lobby the week commencing Monday 30th November until Friday 4th December.  We will 

then keep the posted cards quarantined for 72 hours and they will be distributed to the children from 

Wednesday 9th December. 

 

Christmas Lunch Wednesday 9th December 

Menu to follow, once received ParentPay will be updated and you can order/re-order for that day. I will 

notify you by ParentMail once the change has been made. 

 

Before School Club 

Mrs Sandman will be running the before school club every morning.  If you would like your child to attend 

for the first time, please contact Mrs Haysom, email admin@shute-primary.org.uk for further details. 

 

Inhalers and other medication:  

Please ensure that we have a new medical form for the new school year and in date medication in school, 

should your child need regular or emergency medication in school. Please see Mrs Haysom to fill out a 

form. We are only able to give prescribed medicine and selected Over the Counter Medicine to children 

and all prescribed medicine must come in the container/box it was prescribed in.  Green medical forms can 

be requested from Mrs Haysom, please complete and hand in to her with your child’s medicine.  

 

Mindfulness Club 

After half-term mindfulness will stop and resume in the Spring/Summer term. 

 

Free School Meals 

All children in reception, year 1 and year 2 at state schools in England automatically get free school meals. 

mailto:admin@shute-primary.org.uk


 4 

However, parents and guardians are encouraged to apply for free school meals when they enrol their child 

in school, as this can help their child’s school to attract additional ‘pupil premium‘ funding to support 

learning. 

From year 3 onwards, children whose parents are getting any of the following are entitled to free school 

meals: 

 Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as 

assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods). 

 Income Support (IS). 

 Income-based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA). 

 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance (IRESA). 

 The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit. 

 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999. 

 Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross 

income as assessed by Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs, that does not exceed £16,190). 

 Working Tax Credit run-on (the payment you get for a further 4 weeks after you stop qualifying 

for Working Tax Credit). 

Pupil Premium 

The pupil premium is additional funding given to state-funded schools in England to raise the attainment of 

disadvantaged pupils and close the gap between them and their peers. 

There are 4 elements to pupil premium: 

1. Free school meal eligibility 

2. service children 

3. adopted from care, special guardianship order and residence order 

4. children in care 

Any qualifying family that registers their eligibility (based on the free school meal criteria) will help raise 

pupil premium money for the school. For 2020-21, the additional funding will be £1,345 for a primary 

school, for each registered child. 

Do I need to apply for pupil premium? (based on free school meal criteria) 

You only need to apply if you have a child in reception, year 1 or year 2 and both of the following apply: 

 you do not have an existing free school meal claim 

 you are in receipt of any of the qualifying benefits (see School meals for a list of the qualifying 

benefits). 

How to apply 

Through the Citizen Portal which is the quickest and easiest way to apply and will result in you getting an 

instant decision. 

Parents and carers can also ring the Education Helpline on 0345 155 1019. 

 

https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-information/school-meals/new-starter-pupil-premium
https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-information/school-meals
https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2FCCSCitizenPortal_live
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Sickness   

In line with NHS and Department of Education guidelines, children should not come into school for at least 

48 hours after the last episode of diarrhoea or vomiting.  

 

School lunches  

Reminder that the cost of school meals for pupils aged 3-4 (In Squirrels FSU) and in Year 3 and above is 

£2.50 per day.  Lunch money should be paid in advance via ParentPay. Orders must be placed the Thursday 

before the week lunches are required. 

  

Illness and Absence  

If your child is absent from school, you are requested to contact the school office before 9.15am. As 

required by our Safeguarding Policy if the administration team have not heard from you by early morning 

they will contact you to establish why your child is not in school. If we are unable to establish contact we 

may have to report this to the School Education Welfare Officer.   

If your child needs to attend a medical appointment in school time, please complete the S2 form which can 

be found on the school website. https://shuteprimary.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2019/03/S2-

October-2018.pdf or ask Mrs Haysom for one prior to the absence.   

If a child is late, he or she must be signed in by a parent or carer, they must follow the instructions in the 

entrance and use the intercom to alert the office and a member of staff will come and let you in to sign 

them in.  

Persistent lateness has a negative impact on learning and we support families to ensure all children arrive 

in good time. A letter or email must be sent to school with the child on their return to school and for any 

planned medical appointments.  

 
 

Diary Dates:  

9.12.20   Christmas Lunch Day 

18.12.20  Autumn term ends (Normal finish times) 

 

https://shuteprimary.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2019/03/S2-October-2018.pdf
https://shuteprimary.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2019/03/S2-October-2018.pdf
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