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Diary dates: 
 
Autumn term begins – Monday 7th September 
Flu Vaccinations – Wednesday 14th October 
Individual and Family School Photographs – Thursday 22nd October 
Half term – Monday 26th to Friday 30th October 
End of autumn term – Friday 18th December 
 
Spring term begins – Tuesday 5th January 2021 

Outdoor Learning: 
Weekly welly walks (welly boots in school every day please!) 

Making dens and caves. Creating nests and ‘beds’ for animals. Looking 
for signs of animal life in the woods and school grounds. 
Changing seasons – looking for signs of autumn and winter. 

Understanding the World (Science, History, Geography) 
Science: Sources of Light and Electricity  
Identify and explore different light sources. Explore shadows. Make an 
electric circuit. Look at animal’s sleeping places. Moths (night) and 
Butterflies (day). Using mirrors to look at our eyes – what happens when 
we let light in? 
People, Culture and Communities: Working the night shift – exploring 
different occupations.  Harvest: Introduce the characters from the Puddles 
series of books. Explore how some people are kind to others by offering 
food and shelter (e.g. The Salvation Army). Think about what you say 
thank you for and to whom. Consider the consequences of Puddles’ 
actions in the Harvest story. Discuss – should Puddles climb up the pile 
of fruit and vegetables and drink from the vase of water? Think about 
what is right and wrong or mischievous. 
ICT: Use a drawing program to create night pictures. Use Beebots as a 
hedgehog. Program the Beebots to find the juicy worms and beetles! 
The Natural World: Nocturnal animals sensory tray. Welly walk with 
magnifying glasses – what do animals see? 

 

 

Communication and Language, Literacy 
Week 1, 2 and 3: Pete the Cat Starting School 
Weeks 4, 5, 6, 7: Nocturnal Animals - Day Monkey, Night Monkey/Owl 
Babies, Oscar and the Moth, The Night Pirates, Owl Goes to Night 
School, I’m Not Scared. 
Week 8: Bonfire Night and Fireworks 
Weeks 9, 10, 11: Non-Fiction Books – Sources of Light, Light and Dark, 
In the Middle of the Night, Goodnight Moon. 
Weeks 12, 13 & 14: Christmas! 
 
Explore night and day time descriptive words. Make our own books - 
a day time and night time book, a class animal book. 
Explore the features of non-fiction books. 
Day and night sounds – listening games. Finding out about nocturnal 
and diurnal animals. Exploring the adaptations some animals make 
to live in their environment. 
Words that rhyme - day and night poems. 
Writing letters or lists to Father Christmas. 
Writing Christmas Cards. 
 

Physical Development 
PE: Movement and Using Space 
Move freely with pleasure and confidence in a range of ways. Run 
skilfully and negotiate space successfully, adjusting speed or direction 
to avoid obstacles. Experiment with different ways of moving. 
Negotiate space successfully when playing racing and chasing games 
with other children, adjusting speed or changing direction to avoid 
obstacles. 
Ball Skills - Show control in throwing and catching skills using a 
large ball. 
Leap into Life/Funky Feet: Daily sessions 
 
Cooking:  Weekly cooking activities 

Autumn Term B 2020       Squirrels @ Shute Foundation Unit          Learning Question: Why do some animals come out at night? 
 

Mathematics 
 
Getting to Know You 
Opportunities for settling in, introducing the areas of provision and getting 
to know the children. Talking about key times of the day and class routines. 
Exploring the continuous provision inside and out. Where do things belong? 
Focus on positional language.  
 
Just Like Me 
Matching and sorting. Comparing amounts, size, mass and capacity. 
Exploring pattern. 
 
It’s Me, 1, 2, 3! 
Representing and comparing 1, 2 and 3. Focusing on the composition of 1, 2 
and 3. Focusing on circles and triangles and positional language. 
 
Light and Dark 
Representing numbers to 5. One more and one less. Focus on shapes with 4 
sides. Exploring time. 

PSED and Religious Education 
 
New Beginnings: I know I belong, I know people like me. Circle time games 
– We are Special, Swap Places, My name is … and I am special, Names 
songs and getting to know you, describing game. 
 
Getting on and Falling Out: I can work well in a group with other children; 
I can take turns; I can wait for my turn to say something in the classroom; 
I know how to be friendly; I can tell you what being a good friend means to 
me; I can listen to other people when they are talking; I can make someone 
else feel good; I know how to give someone a compliment; I know how to 
make up with a friend when we have had an argument. 
Circle time – opportunities to discuss dreams – the fear of the dark. 
 
A Special Baby 
Birthdays: talk about the reasons for cards; presents; party; cake; blowing 

out candles, making a wish, songs etc. at birthday celebrations.  Children 

know they are one year older each birthday.                       

The Nativity Story: Children can identify Mary, Joseph and Jesus in Nativity 

role play.  They recognise them as a family and that the story is found in the 

Bible. Children can draw a picture of the people in the Christmas story and 

talk about what happened and how Mary and Joseph might have felt. 

Children can recognise some simple symbols associated with Christmas. 

 

Expressive Arts and Design (Art, DT, Music, Role Play) 

Art/DT:  Glitter stars/night time pictures. Shadow puppets. Printing with 

mechanical objects, e.g. wheels/cogs like the inside of a clock. Wax resist 

pictures using candles.  Making candles. Experiment with colour and tone 

– paint charts (lighter and darker shades). Making bat templates with 

spray paint. 

Christmas Cards. Sewing Christmas stockings. Sock snowmen. 

Music: Make night and day sounds using musical instruments. Make clock 

chimes using appropriate instruments. Listen to lullaby music to represent 

night time/busy music to represent day time. Being ready to play and 

respond at exactly the right moment; Making up words to fit a tune; Co-

ordination; The rhythm of words; Quiet and loud; Using percussion to 

convey sound ‘colour’ as opposed to keeping with a beat.  Learn Christmas 

songs and carols. Listen to classical music traditionally heard at 

Christmas. 

Role Play: A Child/Baby’s Bedroom – night time routines. A Puppet 

Theatre – Shadow Puppets. A badger set/cave for animals - Small World 

Nocturnal Animals. 

 


