Shute Primary School
Newsletter
7th February 2020
Attendance Up to this week 95.1%

Target 95%

Dear Parents,
This week we have been looking at science specifically and we have had what is called a ‘Deep Dive’
into how science is being delivered across all classes. Ed Hunt, who is the Science co-ordinator
across the federation came and observed teaching, looked at books, displays and he spoke to some
of the children about their science experiences. The children said that they enjoy the hands on
practical experiments the best and all were confident in discussing their scientific learning this year
and in the past. He left with many positive things to say about the science we do at Shute and gave
us an area to focus on, which is assessment. We then followed up his visit with how we will be
assessing science moving forward at our staff meeting on Thursday.
Have a lovely weekend.
Kind regards,

Mr Germscheid
NSPCC TT Rockstars and Numbots Maths Day
Date change
Friday 14th February 2020 is the NSPCC Numbers day, getting children to focus on maths, highlight
personal safety and raise money for the society. Shute Primary School will be supporting this worthy cause
and spending the morning focusing on improving our maths.
TT Rock stars and Numbots are teaming up with the cause and so I thought it would be fun and an
opportunity to focus on number work across the school.
As all children in Years 1-6 are signed up and have a login for TT Rockstars or Numbots, we are
asking them to come to school dressed as their personal avatar (rockstars Years 3-6 and robots or
rockstars in Year 1/2) and pay a donation for the privilege of £1. We would also like the pre-school
and reception children to also take part in the fun maths activities planned so they can choose to
come dressed up as their favourite rockstar or robot. This money would then go to support the work
of the NSPCC.
During the morning, all classes will focus on maths-based tasks and activities to improve number
proficiency. But the children don’t have to wait until then! They can log on at home and get lots of fun
practising their number bonds and times tables facts with their TT Rockstar or Numbot log in.
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Gymnastics festival at Colyton Grammar School
The children in Hedgehog class attended the gymnastics festival at Colyton Grammar School on
Wednesday, 5th February.
Olivia said, ‘We learnt some balances and did an obstacle course. It was one of the best trips ever!’
Maisie said, ‘We learnt how to do forward rolls and different types of balances. We found out how a real
gymnast needs to practice. We all loved it!’
Daniel said, ‘We practiced stretches, did bunny hops and did a challenging obstacle course that went all
the way around the hall. The gymnastics festival was a lot of fun!

Fox Class
Next Tuesday (11th February), Fox class will be performing their Magic Porridge Pot role plays.
In small groups the children have independently adapted the story.
We will be starting at 2.30pm and after the performances you will have a chance to taste our delicious
porridge (donations will be put towards our Seaton Wetlands trip next half term) and take another look
through your child’s learning.
Miss Percival
Squirrel Class visit to Little Orchard Alpacas
As part of our learning about caring for animals, we have arranged a visit to Little Orchard Alpacas in Shute on
Tuesday 11th February. We will be walking up the lane and spending the morning with the alpacas, learning how to
look after them and helping to feed them and learning about caring for animals. We have arranged a visit to
Little Orchard Alpacas in Shute on Tuesday 11th February. We will be walking up the lane and spending the
morning with the alpacas, learning how to look after them and helping to feed them.
Mrs Clark

PTFA News

I’d like to thank everyone - including their friends and families - who kindly sorted and donated clothes,
shoes and bedding for the Bag2school collection. We made a huge £184 to go towards the PTFA funds,
which are currently being raised to pay for the outdoor shelter/shady area.
Thank you. Kate Williams
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Lost Property Sale
Please see the flier in our display board about the Lost Property Sale which will be on Monday and Tuesday
after school and Wednesday before school. Each item will be for sale at 50 pence.
100 Club
Thank you to all of you who have requested numbers for the 100 club so far. We still have numbers left
and would really like to sell as many as we can to ensure more funds for the school but this also means the
prize money will be higher too! It’s open to parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles, basically anyone who
wants to support the school via the PTFA!
You can send your £12 into school with your name and contact details, contact us through the Facebook
page or catch one of us in the playground. Or you can now pay by Bacs, direct from your bank account, here
are the details - sort code: 30-90-37, acc no: 00120391.
PTFA meeting
We are pleased to announce our chair person, Gemma Benson, has kindly agreed to stay on in her role
providing we get more volunteers to help run events. The meeting last week was very productive, lots of
exciting ideas for the children, but we do still need more parents to offer help to run these activities to
enable to PTFA to continue. There was a follow-up meeting in the school hall on Tuesday. This allowed us to
finalise further plans for the rest of the year. Please do come along and show support, find out what event
ideas have been proposed and see if you can volunteer to help at or run one of them. The PTFA will be
letting everyone know soon the up and coming events planned. Thank you for your support.
Class money
For those who may not realise, the PTFA at Shute donate money to each class EVERY term to help them
buy supplies and materials to aid your children’s learning. The PTFA donates £100 every term to Fox,
Hedgehog and Badger classes; and £150 to Squirrels as they do more baking. If the class teachers did not
receive this money they would either fund it themselves or have to ask parents for it.
Hooke Court
The Y3/4 children are excited to be going to Hooke Court on Monday-Wednesday next week. It will be a
fun and educational trip. As I said in the meeting last week I will let parents know via Parentmail how we
are getting on at Hooke Court on Monday and Tuesday evenings. Rest assured that we will contact you if
there are any issues regarding your child. Thank you to everyone for returning your forms and paying the
final amounts.
3D child
Dear Parents and Carers,
After the busyness of the Christmas period and the wonderful opportunities that gives to socialise and
imagine, we are taking relax as our 3DChild facet focus for this half term. There are many great activities
to help switch off and relax, mindfulness activities help, but also music has an amazing power to calm and
relax. Switching off from pressures is important too, many people and children have smartphones and the
sometimes incessant ping of notifications can make it challenging to keep focus on an activity or go to
sleep at night, these can be switched off or set to silent for periods of time. However, relax isn't simply
about doing nothing, taking it easy. 'A change is as a good as a rest' has merit too, so perhaps in helping
our children and ourselves to remember to relax, we could try something we haven't done for a long time.
For more information, visit www.3dchild.uk
Thanks- Simon Lewis- Federation ICT co-ordinator
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Axe Valley Fisheries
The children in Year 3/4 (Hedgehog class) have been wonderful looking after the trout fish eggs that have
been delivered by Axe Valley Fisheries. There is an aeration system and tank in the classroom and the fish
eggs soon will be hatching. When they hatch they will then be released into the River Axe. The children
will also soon be having a talk by West Country Rivers Trust about the fish in our local rivers.
Update- The eggs have all hatched and now we have tiny trout in the bottom of the fish tank. They burrow
into the gravel at the bottom. Mark Jones who is from Axe Valley Fisheries came and changed the tank
water and said that the fish now will stay in the tank for a couple of weeks and then will be released into
the river.
Dance Club
Annette Burrough has kindly agreed to do three more dance sessions with the dance club children this
term. The new dates are February 13th, March 19th and March 26th. The cost is £2 per session. The school
really appreciates the time that Annette gives to run the dance club and the children are working towards
a dance performance in the summer term at Sarah Ryan’s summer musical extravaganza.
Term Dates 2020-21
Please find the term dates attached to the Parentmail email and they are also available on the school
website https://shuteprimary.org.uk/
Absence and Absence Requests
A reminder that I will not be able to authorise any holidays in term time. School attendance is extremely
important. If children are ill, then of course they must stay at home, but please consider whether they
really need to stay off school if they are feeling ‘a little under the weather’.
I will be monitoring any attendance that is below 95% and attendance below 90% is considered ‘persistent
absence’ and will be questioned by our Educational Welfare Officer.
Devon County Council have mentioned that they are preparing paper work to fine those parents/carers who
take their children out of school for 5 or more days in a year in order to have an unauthorised holiday.
These fines are substantial and may be implemented to help curb unauthorised absences.
School Meals
Parents should apply for Free School Meals through the Citizen Portal on our Free School Meals Website
parents must show the school confirmation of eligibility. If parents are not online they can apply by
phoning the Customer Service Centre on 0345 155 1019 where an up to date application form will be
posted out to them.
Schools cannot request application forms on behalf of parents.
Tax-Free Childcare
Tax-Free Childcare is a government scheme which helps parents with childcare costs. For every £8 a
parent pays into their childcare account, the government will pay in £2, up to a maximum of £2,000 per
child per year (or £4,000 for disabled children). Parents can then use that money to make childcare
payments direct to their childcare provider’s bank account.
For further details please go to www.gov.uk/childcare-provider-tax-free-scheme
Data Processing Consent
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As a school, under GDPR, we need to have clear consent to use your child's personal information in ways
that fall outside our legal obligations. You may give and update your consent at any time by completing this
short form: https://www.axebf.org.uk/information/privacy-policy/consent-form/
Should access to this form online be difficult, paper copies are available from the school office.
Sickness
In line with NHS and Department of Education guidelines, children should not come into school for at least 48 hours after
the last episode of diarrhoea or vomiting.
School lunches
Reminder that the cost of school meals for pupils aged 3-4 (In Squirrels FSU) and in Year 3 and above is £2.50 per
day. Lunch money should be paid in advance via ParentPay. Orders must be placed the Thursday before the week lunches
are required.
Illness and Absence
If your child is absent from school, you are requested to contact the school office before 9.15am. As required by our
Safeguarding Policy if the administration team have not heard from you by early morning they will contact you to establish
why your child is not in school. If we are unable to establish contact we may have to report this to the School Education
Welfare Officer.
If your child needs to attend a medical appointment in school time, please complete the S2 form which can be found on
the school website. https://shuteprimary.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2019/03/S2-October-2018.pdf or ask Mrs
Haysom for one prior to the absence.
If a child is late, he or she must be signed in by a parent or carer, they must follow the instructions in the entrance and use
the intercom to alert the office and a member of staff will come and let you in to sign them in.
Persistent lateness has a negative impact on learning and we support families to ensure all children arrive in good time. A
letter or email must be sent to school with the child on their return to school and for any planned medical appointments.

EMERGENCY PROCEDURES – BAD WEATHER
A REMINDER FOR EXISTING PARENTS AND NEW INFORMATION FOR OTHERS
All possible efforts will be made to keep the school open. However, we will close the school if the following reasons
apply which impacts on our ability to ensure the safety of your children.
These are:
•
We cannot ensure that a sufficient number of staff can get in safely to supervise the children adequately
•
The school site is dangerous or there is a lack of amenities e.g. frozen pipes, no heating etc.
•
The weather forecast is predicting further severe weather that day and we cannot guarantee getting the
children home safely
Closing the school is taken in consultation with the Executive Headteacher and Chair of Governors and will be
made at around 7.30am to allow as much time as possible for you to make alternative arrangements.
We alert parents that the school is closed by Parentmail by text and by posting a closure notice on our school
website. This should be the first place to look if in any doubt. The school website address is
www.shuteprimary.org.uk
Closure notice will be posted on the local radio stations (BBC Devon, Heart FM). A notice will also be placed on
the Devon County Council Severe Weather Website.
Please do not let children walk to school unaccompanied if the weather is severe and there is a doubt the school
will be open.
If the school is open but you judge it is too dangerous to transport your children to school then please stay at
home. We do ask that you let the school know as early as possible so that we know that they will not be attending.
Should the weather deteriorate during the day and we have to close the school early then you will be sent a text
message. Therefore it is vital that your Parentmail contact number is up-to-date and that mobile telephones are
switched on. Thanks.
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Diary Dates:
Date
February 10th-12th
February 14th
February 17th-21st

Event
Year 3/4 Residential to Hooke Court
TTRockstars/Numbots maths morning
Half Term
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Message from Mrs Juletta Obudo

With busy lives and lots of pressures on families,
we would like to offer prayer for those who

would value it. Feel free to place any prayer
requests, anonymously if you wish, in The
Beacon letter box marked Wednesday Prayer
Group.
You are welcome to join fellow parents as we pray for our
children, families & their school’s staff – turn up when you
can.
Wednesdays (term time)
9 – 9.30am (coffee from 8.50am)
The Beacon, Whitford Rd, Kilmington
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INFORMATION SESSIONS
(Teachers, teaching assistants, professionals, parents, relatives, childminders and other
interested parties all very welcome)

1:30 – 3pm repeated 3:30 - 5pm in the community room at

WITHYCOMBE RALEIGH CHURCH OF ENGLAND
PRIMARY SCHOOL
Topic

Challenging behaviour
(including reciprocity,
attachment, shame, and bids for
attention)

Sensory needs and Autism
- can you have one without the
other?

Is there an effective alternative
to punishment? Which praise
is effective in eliciting better
behaviour?
Resilience/self-

esteem/anxiety
How can I increase a child’s

thinking/remembering
power?

Date

Notes
th

Friday 17
January

Friday 24th
January

Friday 31st
January

Friday 7th
February

Friday 14th
February

Children who overreact /are not
maximising
their
potential.
Understanding, sensing and changing
disruptive behaviour. We are fortunate
to have a very experienced retired
educational psychologist co-presenting
at this and several more sessions.
WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENT TYPES OF
SENSORY ISSUE, e.g. sight, hearing,
touch, taste, smell, interoception,
proprioception, balance, etc? Is my
child over- or under-sensitive and how
can you be both?
How can I control the children if I don’t
punish/ reward them? Strategies to gain
compliance by connection rather than
coercion/ bribery.
As anxiety is at the root of so many
behaviours, anyone wanting a greater
understanding of these would benefit
from attending.
Discussions will include auditory
processing / working memory /
executive functioning.
If your child is frustrating you, this
could be the cause – come along and
find out more!

 NO CHARGE – REFRESHMENTS INCLUDED!
 PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU WOULD LIKE OTHER TOPICS 
To book a place or ask for further information, please call 01395-263397 ext2 and leave a
message if no answer.
Thank you.
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