Shute Primary School
Newsletter
14th February 2020
Attendance Up to this week 95.1%

Target 95%

Dear Parents,
Today we had our Rockstars and Numbots maths day and it was amazing to see so many rockstars
and robots around Shute! The day centred around NSPCC Numbers day, getting children to focus on
maths, highlight personal safety and raise money for the society. Please encourage your children
after today to continue to learn their times tables on TT Rockstars and number bonds on Numbots
as this helps make maths so much easier! A special thank you to Mr Smith who planned lots of maths
activities outdoors incorporating physical exercise alongside learning maths today. The children had
fun, got lots of exercise and improved their maths skills.
Have a lovely weekend and half term.
Kind regards,

Mr Germscheid

Hooke Court
All of the children in Years 3/4 attended the Hooke Court residential from Monday-Wednesday. It was a
fantastic experience and the children took part in a wide range of exciting activities during their time at
Hooke Court. The children attended alongside Kilmington Primary School and did joint activities with
Kilmington which included things like shelter building, orienteering, night walk, night line, food chains,
bushcraft cooking, low ropes etc. The teachers from both schools really enjoyed the experience and felt
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that the children gained so much from the residential. I was extremely impressed with all of the children
from Shute and enclose photos to show some of the educational activities that they took part in.
When we returned the children wrote their top ten things they loved about Hooke Court. Maisie wrote: 1.
The teachers stayed up late to help all of us 2. The low ropes 3.Orienteering 4. Shelter building 5.
Being in your room with your friends 6. Quiet time 7. Cooking 8. Nightline 9. Night walk 10. Bedrooms
I want to especially thank Mrs Shrubb and Mrs Bromley who gave up their own time to be away from
their families to look after and support the children in their class. Thank you both!

Fox Class Porridge event

On Tuesday Fox class had fun making porridge, practising and performing their Magic Porridge Pot plays and
using money to show how much each item cost.
Halle "It was fun because Freya, Austin and I got to go up on stage."
Oakley "It was amazing because I got to look at Teddy's books and eat lots of porridge."
Ella "It was fun putting our toppings on our porridge."
William S "We ate lots of tasty porridge!"
Thank you for your kind donations. We raised an impressive £50. 03 to go towards our Seaton Wetlands trip.
Thank you
Miss Percival
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Message from Simon Lewis about Safer Internet Day

Dear Parents and Carers,
Tuesday 11th February 2020, was Safer Internet Day. The UK's theme was Free to be Me. This had been created
in response to research and responses from young people that show that whilst the "internet is creating an
informed and inspired generation", "some feel a pressure to shape their online identity for
others." https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day-press-release-2020
Most of social media includes prominent use of photo and video and this instant visibility creates massive
pressure to be seen to "live your best life" or to appear normal/typical like everyone else and this adds further
pressure onto young people to be seen in a particular way. However it is important for young people to
recognise and celebrate that there is no such thing as normal. Rosie King, who speaks very eloquently about
autism and wisely pricks the bubble of normal by saying, "Imagine if that was the best compliment you ever
received, 'Wow, you are really normal.'" https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jQ95xlZeHo8
To help our children cope and thrive with all the online challenges and opportunities that their parents didn't
have growing up, there is a range of support available.
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/digital-resilience-toolkit/ and other areas of the website have loads of
valuable and informed advice for parents. Further links to other sources of online safety advice are available
at http://www.axebf.org.uk/information/safeguarding/online-safety/
To keep on top of the ever changing digital landscape, I would recommend two sites to learn about the different
apps and games that children use or pester to use.
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/ has detailed reviews about apps, movies and games, giving specific ratings
for: Positive messages, positive role models, violence, sex, language, consumerism and drinking/drugs/smoking.
These can be more helpful than the broader PG, 12 categories in deciding if something is suitable for your
children.
https://www.askaboutgames.com/ is purely about video games, created by the games industry to provide parents
with direct advice. They have launched the P.L.A.Y. strategy in response to research by the NSPCC that just 19%
of parents use family controls on internet-connected devices.
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As staff and parents, we care deeply that our children are able to enjoy and express themselves online safely
and should you require any support in this, please ask, we want to help.
Thank you
Simon Lewis
Computing Lead Teacher Axe Beacon Federation

Subject: REMINDER - Half Term Family Workshops
Please join us for two Family workshops this Half Term:
THG will be pattern-making with natural materials at two family workshops this Half Term on
Saturday 15 and Saturday 22 February. Join countryside range Penny Evans to get creative with
nature!
Drop in anytime between 11am and 3pm to make nature-based artwork inspired by our ARTIST
ROOMS exhibition, Richard Long, Being in the Moment (22 Feb - 23 May 2020).
All ages and abilities welcome.
Free - donations welcome.
Thelma Hulbert Gallery
Elmfield House, Dowell Street, Honiton EX14 1LX
T: 01404 45006
thelmahulbert.com
Kind regards,
Fiona Page-Turner
Marketing & Fundraising Officer
Thelma Hulbert Gallery
Elmfield House, Dowell Street, Honiton EX14 1LX
T: 01404 45006
thelmahulbert.com
ARTIST ROOMS Richard Long Being in the Moment – major exhibition of the work of renowned artist
Richard Long, including sculpture and photography
22 February – 23 May 2020
Sign up for coordinating workshops, talks and walks
Tues–Sat 10am–5pm
FREE admission (donations welcome)
Term Dates 2020-21
Please find the term dates attached to the Parentmail email and they are also available on the school
website https://shuteprimary.org.uk/
Absence and Absence Requests
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A reminder that I will not be able to authorise any holidays in term time. School attendance is extremely
important. If children are ill, then of course they must stay at home, but please consider whether they
really need to stay off school if they are feeling ‘a little under the weather’.
I will be monitoring any attendance that is below 95% and attendance below 90% is considered ‘persistent
absence’ and will be questioned by our Educational Welfare Officer.
Devon County Council have mentioned that they are preparing paper work to fine those parents/carers who
take their children out of school for 5 or more days in a year in order to have an unauthorised holiday.
These fines are substantial and may be implemented to help curb unauthorised absences.
School Meals
Parents should apply for Free School Meals through the Citizen Portal on our Free School Meals Website
parents must show the school confirmation of eligibility. If parents are not online they can apply by
phoning the Customer Service Centre on 0345 155 1019 where an up to date application form will be
posted out to them.
Schools cannot request application forms on behalf of parents.
Tax-Free Childcare
Tax-Free Childcare is a government scheme which helps parents with childcare costs. For every £8 a
parent pays into their childcare account, the government will pay in £2, up to a maximum of £2,000 per
child per year (or £4,000 for disabled children). Parents can then use that money to make childcare
payments direct to their childcare provider’s bank account.
For further details please go to www.gov.uk/childcare-provider-tax-free-scheme
Data Processing Consent
As a school, under GDPR, we need to have clear consent to use your child's personal information in ways
that fall outside our legal obligations. You may give and update your consent at any time by completing this
short form: https://www.axebf.org.uk/information/privacy-policy/consent-form/
Should access to this form online be difficult, paper copies are available from the school office.
Sickness
In line with NHS and Department of Education guidelines, children should not come into school for at least 48 hours after
the last episode of diarrhoea or vomiting.
School lunches
Reminder that the cost of school meals for pupils aged 3-4 (In Squirrels FSU) and in Year 3 and above is £2.50 per
day. Lunch money should be paid in advance via ParentPay. Orders must be placed the Thursday before the week lunches
are required.
Illness and Absence
If your child is absent from school, you are requested to contact the school office before 9.15am. As required by our
Safeguarding Policy if the administration team have not heard from you by early morning they will contact you to establish
why your child is not in school. If we are unable to establish contact we may have to report this to the School Education
Welfare Officer.
If your child needs to attend a medical appointment in school time, please complete the S2 form which can be found on
the school website. https://shuteprimary.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2019/03/S2-October-2018.pdf or ask Mrs
Haysom for one prior to the absence.
If a child is late, he or she must be signed in by a parent or carer, they must follow the instructions in the entrance and use
the intercom to alert the office and a member of staff will come and let you in to sign them in.
Persistent lateness has a negative impact on learning and we support families to ensure all children arrive in good time. A
letter or email must be sent to school with the child on their return to school and for any planned medical appointments.
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EMERGENCY PROCEDURES – BAD WEATHER
A REMINDER FOR EXISTING PARENTS AND NEW INFORMATION FOR OTHERS
All possible efforts will be made to keep the school open. However, we will close the school if the following reasons
apply which impacts on our ability to ensure the safety of your children.
These are:
•
We cannot ensure that a sufficient number of staff can get in safely to supervise the children adequately
•
The school site is dangerous or there is a lack of amenities e.g. frozen pipes, no heating etc.
•
The weather forecast is predicting further severe weather that day and we cannot guarantee getting the
children home safely
Closing the school is taken in consultation with the Executive Headteacher and Chair of Governors and will be
made at around 7.30am to allow as much time as possible for you to make alternative arrangements.
We alert parents that the school is closed by Parentmail by text and by posting a closure notice on our school
website. This should be the first place to look if in any doubt. The school website address is
www.shuteprimary.org.uk
Closure notice will be posted on the local radio stations (BBC Devon, Heart FM). A notice will also be placed on
the Devon County Council Severe Weather Website.
Please do not let children walk to school unaccompanied if the weather is severe and there is a doubt the school
will be open.
If the school is open but you judge it is too dangerous to transport your children to school then please stay at
home. We do ask that you let the school know as early as possible so that we know that they will not be attending.
Should the weather deteriorate during the day and we have to close the school early then you will be sent a text
message. Therefore it is vital that your Parentmail contact number is up-to-date and that mobile telephones are
switched on. Thanks.

Diary Dates:
Date
Monday 17th-Friday 21st
February
Monday, 24th February

Event
Half Term
First day back
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Message from Mrs Juletta Obudo

With busy lives and lots of pressures on families,
we would like to offer prayer for those who

would value it. Feel free to place any prayer
requests, anonymously if you wish, in The
Beacon letter box marked Wednesday Prayer
Group.
You are welcome to join fellow parents as we pray for our
children, families & their school’s staff – turn up when you
can.
Wednesdays (term time)
9 – 9.30am (coffee from 8.50am)
The Beacon, Whitford Rd, Kilmington
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