Shute Primary School
Newsletter
29th November 2019
Attendance Up to this week 96.4%

Target 95%

Dear Parents,
We are now mentioning Christmas to the children at Shute and this week I have begun to hear the
beginnings of learning Christmas songs and words for the nativity performance which is rapidly
approaching. Please see the information below about the Christmas fair, Christmas lunch, Christmas
Jumper day, Christmas nativity, etc.
Book Fair
Thank you so much for all your support with this year's Scholastic Book Fair. We raised an enormous
£367! This means the school have been able to choose £367 worth of books to add to our library. We
have carefully chosen a wide range of books for all age groups, including lots that are on the Accelerated
Reader scheme. I would like to say a big thank you to Miss Percival and the other teachers who helped to
run the book fair.

Mrs Haysom
Today is Mrs Haysom’s last day until she recovers from her operation. We wish her all the best!
Mrs Hole
Today is Mrs Hole’s last day as she is going off on maternity leave. We wish her all the best with her new
arrival coming soon!
Jolly Jar 6th December
Dress Jolly for Jolly Jars on Friday 6 December! We would like all the children to come to school next
Friday dressed in jolly clothes and hair for the day in lieu of bringing in a jolly jar. You can put in your jolly
jar things like sweeties/crafts/cake ingredients etc.
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Christmas Lunch Wednesday 18th December
Please see below the Christmas lunch menu. Parentpay has now been updated, if however you made a
selection for this day it has now been deleted. Please revisit and select your child’s options on Parentpay.
Please ensure this is done by the 5th December as the figures for this day will be needed early.

Christmas Jumper day Friday 13th December
We will be having a Christmas Jumper Day for Save the Children on Friday 13th December.
Please send in a £1 donation on this day in lieu of wearing a Christmas jumper.
Autumn Term Clubs
Art Club – Now Finished
Spanish Club – Now Finished
Football – 2 more Last one 12th December
Wild Club - Last one 6th December
Spring clubs will be published the last week of December and sign up will open the first week back in
January
Term Dates 2020-21
Please find the term dates attached to the Parentmail email and they are also available on the school
website https://shuteprimary.org.uk/
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Absence and Absence Requests
Our overall school attendance is now 96.44%, let’s see if we can keep this up throughout the year!
A reminder that I will not be able to authorise any holidays in term time. School attendance is extremely
important. If children are ill, then of course they must stay at home, but please consider whether they
really need to stay off school if they are feeling ‘a little under the weather’.
I will be monitoring any attendance that is below 95% and attendance below 90% is considered ‘persistent
absence’ and will be questioned by our Educational Welfare Officer.
Devon County Council have mentioned that they are preparing paper work to fine those parents/carers who
take their children out of school for 5 or more days in a year in order to have an unauthorised holiday.
These fines are substantial and may be implemented to help curb unauthorised absences.
PTFA
The PTFA are organising the Christmas Fair which will be held on Friday 13 December 3.30pm - 4.45pm
and are desperate for any donations for the raffle, kids tombola and secret Santa gifts for parents
including wrapping paper. If you are able to help please bring donations to school by Wednesday 11th.
Thank you to everyone for their continued support to the School and PTFA.

Shute Primary Art Club exhibition
Please see poster below. Anyone who has done art club this term or last is welcome to be at the art exhibit
tomorrow around 10.30 am at the Gallery for a photo for a press release. It would be great to get as many of
the Shute art club children there as possible at that time.

Celebration Assembly
After speaking to the staff it was decided that we would wait to have a special celebration assembly on
the last day of term on Friday, 20th December at 9:15am. At this time we will be able to give out a number
of special awards that the children will have earned over the term in school. We would also like to ask you
to send in any special awards or certificates that your children may have earned over the term that they
have achieved outside of school and these will be presented to your child as well.
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SEND Local Offer Survey
Devon are working on improving the information available for parents of children and young people with special
educational needs and disabilities and would like to know more about you experience of using the Devon SEND Local
Offer website for advice and support.
The survey will only take a few minutes to complete and is anonymous, although there is an option to add your email
address at the end if you would like to help with further user research.
Please follow this link to complete the survey SEND Local Offer Website Survey
Have a lovely weekend.
Kind regards,
Mr Germscheid
Devon Carbon Plan process is launched – residents called on to give their ideas
A range of public, private and voluntary organisations from across Devon came together on 22 May 2019, to
declare a climate emergency and to endorse the principles of the Devon Climate Declaration. They have
appointed a Net-Zero Task Force to produce a Devon Carbon Plan. You can read more on the newly
launched Devon Climate Emergency website.
School Meals
Parents should apply for Free School Meals through the Citizen Portal on our Free School Meals Website
parents must show the school confirmation of eligibility. If parents are not online they can apply by
phoning the Customer Service Centre on 0345 155 1019 where an up to date application form will be
posted out to them.
Schools cannot request application forms on behalf of parents.
Data Processing Consent
As a school, under GDPR, we need to have clear consent to use your child's personal information in ways
that fall outside our legal obligations. You may give and update your consent at any time by completing this
short form: https://www.axebf.org.uk/information/privacy-policy/consent-form/
Should access to this form online be difficult, paper copies are available from the school office.
Sickness
In line with NHS and Department of Education guidelines, children should not come into school for at least 48 hours after
the last episode of diarrhoea or vomiting.
School lunches
Reminder that the cost of school meals for pupils aged 3-4 (In Squirrels FSU) and in Year 3 and above is £2.50 per
day. Lunch money should be paid in advance via ParentPay. Orders must be placed the Thursday before the week lunches
are required.
Illness and Absence
If your child is absent from school, you are requested to contact the school office before 9.15am. As required by our
Safeguarding Policy if the administration team have not heard from you by early morning they will contact you to establish
why your child is not in school. If we are unable to establish contact we may have to report this to the School Education
Welfare Officer.
If your child needs to attend a medical appointment in school time, please complete the S2 form which can be found on
the school website. https://shuteprimary.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2019/03/S2-October-2018.pdf or ask Mrs
Haysom for one prior to the absence.
If a child is late, he or she must be signed in by a parent or carer, they must follow the instructions in the entrance and use
the intercom to alert the office and a member of staff will come and let you in to sign them in.
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Persistent lateness has a negative impact on learning and we support families to ensure all children arrive in good time. A
letter or email must be sent to school with the child on their return to school and for any planned medical appointments.

EMERGENCY PROCEDURES – BAD WEATHER
A REMINDER FOR EXISTING PARENTS AND NEW INFORMATION FOR OTHERS
All possible efforts will be made to keep the school open. However, we will close the school if the following reasons
apply which impacts on our ability to ensure the safety of your children.
These are:
•
We cannot ensure that a sufficient number of staff can get in safely to supervise the children adequately
•
The school site is dangerous or there is a lack of amenities e.g. frozen pipes, no heating etc.
•
The weather forecast is predicting further severe weather that day and we cannot guarantee getting the
children home safely
Closing the school is taken in consultation with the Executive Headteacher and Chair of Governors and will be
made at around 7.30am to allow as much time as possible for you to make alternative arrangements.
We alert parents that the school is closed by Parentmail by text and by posting a closure notice on our school
website. This should be the first place to look if in any doubt. The school website address is
www.shuteprimary.org.uk
Closure notice will be posted on the local radio stations (BBC Devon, Heart FM). A notice will also be placed on
the Devon County Council Severe Weather Website.
Please do not let children walk to school unaccompanied if the weather is severe and there is a doubt the school
will be open.
If the school is open but you judge it is too dangerous to transport your children to school then please stay at
home. We do ask that you let the school know as early as possible so that we know that they will not be attending.
Should the weather deteriorate during the day and we have to close the school early then you will be sent a text
message. Therefore it is vital that your Parentmail contact number is up-to-date and that mobile telephones are
switched on. Thanks.
Diary Dates:
Event
December
2.12.19
Flu Vaccination Day
2.12.19
Move, Make, Motivate (Individuals will be notified)
6.12.19
Dress Jolly for Jolly Jars Day
10.12.19
Reception Team Challenge TBA
11.12.19
Nativity Production 2pm in the church
12.12.19
Nativity Production 4pm in the church
13.12.19
Christmas Fair 3:15-4pm
17.12.19
Whole school forest school day (Christmas theme) KS2am KS1pm
20.12.19
Celebration Assembly 9:15am in the church – All Welcome
Early collection from 13:15
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