
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diary dates: 
Monday 7

th
 January – Non Pupil Day 

Tuesday 8
th

 January – Back to school 

Tuesday 22
nd

 January – Reception Dance Festival at Axe    Valley 

Academy– more information to follow 

Thursday 7
th

 February, 7
th

 March, 4
th

 April – Library van in school 

Monday 18
th

 – Friday 22
nd

 February – Half term 

Thursday 28
th

 February – Trip to Seaton Wetlands 

Thursday 7
th

 March – World Book Day 

Friday 15
th

 March – Red Nose Day 

Tuesday 2
nd

 April – Reception Parachute and Skipping Festival at 

Axe Valley Academy – more information to follow 

Monday 8
th

 – 22
nd

 April – Easter Holidays 

Tuesday 23
rd

 April – Non Pupil Day 

Outdoor Learning: 
(welly boots and coats in school every day please) 

 

Getting to know our local area and environment.  

Observing and spotting patterns and changes.  

Learning to love the outdoors even more! 

Understanding the World (Science, History, Geography, 

ICT) 
The World: Ice experiments, hot and cold, temperatures, 

climate, insulation. Learning about the different parts of an 

animal. Noticing patterns and change all around us. Plotting a 

snail’s journey in the garden. Slug and snail hunts. Making 

nests for birds. Identifying birds. Lifecycle of a frog and a 

toad. Looking at the differences between frogs and toads. 

Frogs and toads from other countries. Making our own class 

pond. Spotting signs of spring. Planting bulbs and seeds. 

 

ICT: Using a range of software to enhance our learning. 

 

People and Communities: Which symbols are associated 

with Easter? Introduce the 40 Acts of Kindness. Look at 

symbols of Easter, for example, Easter eggs, chicks, hot cross 

buns. How are these items used at Easter? Read Deedee’s 

Easter Surprise. Talk about ‘being friends’ as Deedee and 

Jack are. Who are your friends? How can we be good 

friends?   Make Easter greeting cards. 

 

Chinese New Year – Tuesday 5
th

 February. 

 

 

 

Communication, Language and Literacy 
 

Weeks 1, 2, 3 and 4 – Winter Wonderland: winter birds, ice, 

penguins, etc. 

Weeks 5 and 6 – Minibeasts: worms, slugs and snails. 

Weeks 7 and 8 – Nesting Birds: identifying birds, etc. 

Weeks 9 and 10 – Frogs and Toads: Frogspawn, pond visit. 

Weeks 11 and 12 – Spring is Coming. 

 

Daily phonics sessions for all children – Early Reading 

Programme: Revise Pack 1, Learning Packs 2, 3 and 4. 

 

Fiction and Non-Fiction texts, and Poems. 

Adventure stories. Creating our own nature journals.  

Continue Helicopter Stories – retelling and acting out our own 

stories. 

Expressive Arts and Design (Art, DT, Music, Role Play) 
 

Art/DT:  Focus on a piece of artwork every week – exploring 

different mediums of art (painting, sculpture, etc). Woodwork 

area outside – learning to use different tools.  

 

Role Play: Linking role play to our topic and the children’s 

interests. 

 

Music: Singing and chanting whilst out and about. Learning 

about different instruments. Bird song. Making our own 

instruments. Learning songs to remember the months of the year. 

 

Physical Development 
 

A minimum of 15 minutes physical activity every day. 

The daily mile. 

PE with Mr Germscheid – Wednesday afternoons. 

Gymnastics – Sit up, stand up and balance on various parts 

of the body. Demonstrate the control necessary to hold a 

shape or fixed position. Negotiate space successfully when 

playing chasing games with other children, adjusting speed or 

changing direction to avoid obstacles. Travel around, under, 

over and through balancing and climbing equipment. Move 

with control and coordination. Jump off an object and land 

appropriately. 

Cooking – fortnightly cooking chosen by the children. 

 

 

 

Spring Term 2019          Squirrels Foundation Unit         Theme: Exploring Nature 

Mathematics 

Counting: Recite numbers to 20, then 100. Count back from at least 10 to zero. Order 

numerals to at least 10. Count up to 20 objects. Begin to estimate quantities, e.g. choose 

from 5, 10 or 20. Count actions and sounds. Find one more and two more than any 

number to 10, then 20. Begin to record the number in a set - to 5, then 10. Count back 

from 20 to 0. Compare numbers to 20. Read numbers to 20, matching numerals to sets. 

Learning to tally. 

Shape and space and Data handling: Sort and describe 2D shapes. Symmetry. Name 

rectangles, squares, circles and triangles. Sort other objects using given criteria. 

Recognise cube, cuboid and sphere. Sort 3D shapes according to whether they roll or 

not, stack or not. 

Adding (one and two more): Say the next number (without counting from 1). Add 1 to 

any number. Add 2 to any number up to 10. Read the corresponding addition. 

Addition (story of ten): Find different ways to partition sets of ten objects. Read the 

corresponding addition. Early subtraction – Guess how many are hiding. 

Pattern: Continue a repeating pattern with three colours/shapes /objects. Symmetrical 

patterns. Looking at things from a different perspective. Using positional language. 

Measures (weight): Compare two weights using direct comparison; use language of 

heavier and lighter. Use uniform non-standard units to measure weights up to 10 units. 

Money: ‘Real life’ problems. Recognise 1p, 2p, 5p and 10p coins and know the value 

of each. Solve practical problems involving counting or role play. 

Time: Know how key times of day (hours only) are shown on the clock, analogue and 

digital. Begin to know months of the year, including important months, e.g. birthday, 

celebrated festivals. 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
Going for Goals - Focussing on the key aspect of motivation, with a smaller focus on 

self-awareness. Giving an important opportunity for all children’s abilities, qualities and 

strengths to be valued and provides opportunities for children to reflect on themselves as 

individuals, particularly their strengths as learners and how they learn most effectively. 

 

Good to be me - Understanding our feelings as well as considering our strengths and 

weaknesses as learners. Why and how do our feelings lead us to behave the way we do – 

particularly being excited, proud, surprised, hopeful, disappointed, worried and anxious. 

Self-awareness – feeling good about myself, taking risks. Managing my feelings – 

relaxing, coping with anxiety. Standing up for myself – assertiveness, standing up for 

my views. 

 

Change and Growth: Awe and wonder, aspects of the natural world, spring and new 

life. Change in the natural world. Think about some of the features of spring (new 

growth of plants, buds, flowers, lambs). Looking after the environment. Global warming 

and pollution – how to we prevent animals from becoming extinct? 

 

 

 


