
HOW TO DISABLE GOOGLE CHROME INCOGNITO MODE IN WINDOWS 

First, open the registry editor: 

1. Open the Start menu 

2. In the search box, type "regedit" 

3. A program called regedit.exe will appear, click on this 

4. If a warning comes up click Yes 

Next, navigate to the Policies key: 

1. Start by double clicking on "Computer" 

2. Then, double click on "HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE" 

3. Next, double click on "SOFTWARE" 

4. Finally, double click on "Policies" 

Next, create a new entry called IncognitoModeAvailability: 

1. Right-click on "Policies" and select New >> Key 

2. Enter "Google" (without the quotes) as the name of the key 

3. Right-click on "Google" and select New >> Key 

4. Enter "Chrome" (without the quotes) as the name of the key 

5. Right-click on "Chrome" and select New >> DWORD (32-bit) Value 

6. Enter "IncognitoModeAvailability" (without the quotes) as the name 

7. Right-click on "IncognitoModeAvailability" and select "Modify..." 

8. Type a 1 in the "Value Data" text box 

9. Click OK and exit the Registry Editor program 

Restart Google Chrome and now if you open the settings menu, the "New incognito window" option will be 

disabled.  

HOW TO DISABLE INCOGNITO MODE IN MAC OS X 

The file that needs to be edited is located at "/Users/<username>/Library/Preferences/com.google.Chrome.plist". 

Normally the contents of the user's Library folder are kept hidden to prevent accidental changes. To open the 

folder: 

1. Switch to the Finder application. You will know you have selected the Finder application when the bold word next 

to the Apple logo at the top-left of the screen says "Finder". 

 You can either click anywhere on the Desktop, or select the left-most icon in the Dock, to switch to Finder. 

2. From the top menu, click "Go", then "Go to Folder..." 

3. Paste in the following and press Go: "~/Library/Preferences" (without quotes) 



The file to edit is called "com.google.Chrome.plist". You will need to download a text editor program to make 

changes to this file; TextEdit, a program that comes with Mac OS X, will not work. An easy-to-use and free 

program that will work is TextWrangler. 

Once you have a text editor program installed, open the file: 

1. Right-click on the file named "com.google.Chrome.plist" and select "Open With...", then "Other" at the bottom. 

2. Locate and select your text editor program. 

3. The file will open within your program. 

The last two lines of the file should currently be: 

</dict>  

</plist> 

You will need to insert the following lines before these: 

  <key>IncognitoModeAvailability</key>  

  <integer>1</integer> 

After the change, the last four lines should look like this: 

  <key>IncognitoModeAvailability</key>  

  <integer>1</integer>  

</dict>  

</plist> 

Explanation: the IncognitoModeAvailability policy has three possible settings: 

 0 = Incognito mode available 

 1 = Incognito mode disabled 

 2 = Incognito mode forced 

Make sure Chrome is quit before saving. Even if all Chrome windows are closed, Chrome can still be running in 

the background. You will know if Chrome is quit if there is no glowing dot beneath Chrome's logo in the Dock, or 

if Chrome's logo is not in the Dock.  

It might happen that, as you reopen the .plist after saving and closing, the last lines of the .plist file do not include 

your edit anymore. Before concluding that your edit failed, checked the rest of the file (in particular the first lines 

after <dict>). It may  be that the code has been reorganized and that your insertion has been moved somewhere 

else. This should not alter the effectiveness of the process. 

Once you save the file, you can re-open Chrome.  You will notice that if you click "File" in the top menu bar, the 

"New Incognito Window" option will be disabled. Notice that you might need to restart your system for the 

modification to be effective. 

 

Information taken from: 

https://www.internetsafetyproject.org/wiki/how-disable-incognito-mode-chrome 

http://www.barebones.com/products/textwrangler/
https://www.internetsafetyproject.org/wiki/how-disable-incognito-mode-chrome

